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Children's Garden Values & Language
Last updated January 2026
Nurturing Our Connection to Nature

Together, we are stewards of the Children's Garden. We engage students in our program by
fostering their autonomy, mastery, and personal connections to each other & Children’'s Garden
projects. We encourage children to connect with nature at their own pace and in their own unique
ways.

Practicing Accountability & Communication

We practice non-violent language, intervention, and behaviors. We do not use shame or
punishment (such as time-out) as consequences to a child’'s behavior. Rather, we rely on natural
consequences and foster internal motivation towards kind behavior. Our focus is a fun, safe, and
enriching environment for our community.

Building Trust in Ourselves and Others

We trust children to make decisions and play in their own ways, supporting and/ or intervening
when needed. In doing so, we create a world where kids are leading their own discovery and can
practice the power of making choices & respecting others' boundaries.

Practicing Consent

We practice enthusiastic consent and firm boundaries. We ask for clarity so that we can support
kids the way they need to be supported, and invite children to tell others about what they like or
do not like. We do our best to identify & address all children’'s needs in a conflict or interaction,
and to help them communicate those needs.

Striving for Safe, Equitable, and Inclusive Fun and Growth

We understand that inequality and oppression are systemic issues. We are mindful that people
with marginalized identities are more vulnerable to the outcomes of systemic issues. We work to
interrupt harmful dynamics and offer inclusive and affirming dynamics instead. We welcome,
learn about, and celebrate people of all identities, including race, culture, religion, physical
appearance, ability, mental health, gender, sexual orientation, economic background, and so on.
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Children’'s Garden Community Agreements

Families, please read this over with your child(ren). We will go over these agreements as a group
each week and add any additional input from participants.

It is important that all participants can agree to the following:

e The Children's Garden is a place of peace and calm for many people and beings. | will
contribute to that peace by being aware of how | treat others, the garden, and any beings
(plants and animals) | find in the garden.

e My fellow gardeners and | are in this together. For that reason, it's important | stay with
my group. | will be safe with the tools provided to me, and follow the directions, as given by
my instructors.

e |respect nature and honor it by being gentle and remembering that as a gardener, | have a
great responsibility to the plants | help grow.

o | will move my body gently and slowly, not running in the garden. | will respect the
space of every plant and will not climb or swing from trees.

o | will stay on paths, and only pick plants when a teacher says it is ok and safe to do
so.

o | will respect garden animals by not chasing or feeding them.

e Gardening helps me connect with the earth. To help stay connected, | will leave all
electronics at home or turned off in my backpack.

e When | have a question or do not understand, | get curious! By asking questions and

practicing respect in the garden, | get to have new and exciting gardening experiences.

As educators, we commit to these same agreements. In addition, we prioritize creating a safe,
fun, and welcoming environment for everyone. We are committed to working together to build
open dialogue and community with you. We welcome you to reach out with any questions about
the program, and to let us know how we can best support your family.

By registering for QBG Youth Programs, | agree to support my child's participation in the above
program values, language, and community agreements while enrolled in youth programs at
Queens Botanical Garden.
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