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A Letter from Evie

Dear Friends,

Winter is officially over and we're ready to
"spring"” into action at the Garden!

The crocuses and snowdrops signaled that
bloom season has begun, and daffodils
have started to burst open like rays of
sunshine. The birds have made their way
back and the turtles in our cleansing
biotope have emerged from the mud to
sun themselves and announce that they
are ready for the warmer weather (aren’t
we all)! Within the next two weeks, we'll

start to see the cherry blossoms budding

and gradually start to bloom; before you Spring is here, which means tulip season is

know it, it will be tulip season! around the corner! As the weather warms up,
the Garden transforms into a breathtaking

This past winter wasn't a time for staff at QBG to hibernate; our incredible display of color with thousands of tulips in

teams did everything from propagate to educate and now we are wrapping full bloom.

up our seasonal hiring so that we will be able to serve our community and care

for the Garden as Spring season begins. Expect to see a vibrant array of tulips in
shades of red, yellow, pink and purple,

As we get ready for Earth month this April, | hope you can find time to visit creating a stunning landscape that is perfect

the Garden and reaffirm the important connection we all have with nature. for a peaceful stroll or a photo-worthy

Our Climate Arts Festival will be held on April 26 and we have a range of moment. These beautiful blooms thrive in the

wonderful programs and volunteer opportunities for anyone who wants to crisp spring air, making April the ideal time to

get their hands dirty. visit and experience the seasonal magic.

While we may be surrounded by chaos in these challenging times, nature has

the ability to ground us and heal. We hope to see you this spring at QBG. Whether you're a nature enthusiast, a
photography lover, or simply looking for a

Best, relaxing outdoor escape, the tulip displays

Evie are not to be missed. Be sure to visit the
Garden this April and witness one of the

Evie Hantzopoulos most dazzling floral showcases of the season!

Executive Director

SAVE THE DATE SAVE THE DATE SAVE THE DATE

Climate Arts Festival Floral Design: Mother's Day Queens at the Garden
April 26, 2025 May 10, 2025 June 19, 2025
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On our annual Winter Wonder at the Garden, we welcomed visitors to celebrate the best of December with live performances, a tree
lighting , tours, and holiday crafts.

The day kicked off with a drumline by the Brazilian Samba Reggae band Fogo Azul. They brought an amazing
blend of rhythm and energy, and helped us welcome Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus! Then, Mr. & Mrs. Claus sat by
our Christmas tree to pose for photos with visitors.

We featured a variety of performers, including the MMR Jazz Trio, Eleonore Weill & Ali Dineen , and the Jolly
Holiday Carolers. Attendees shopped from local vendors and supported small businesses at our Holiday Market.

The festivities concluded with a tree lighting ceremony. QBG Executive Director Evie Hantzopoulos,
along with Mr. & Mrs. Claus did a countdown as people gathered around the tree and watched it light up.

Winter at the Garden was an illuminated wonderland. Queens Botanical Garden transformed into a world of enchantment with
Luminosa: A Festival of Lights. Presented by LEKTRIK Art, Luminosa featured over 40 stunning lamp scenes, meticulously crafted by
150 artisans using 120 tons of steel and 150,000 feet of silk.

From bright flowers to magical creatures, Luminosa brought the Garden to life during after-hours. Attendees also enjoyed thrilling
acrobatic performances and delicious snacks.

Luminosa ran from December 26, 2024 to March 16, 2025.



Lunar New Year

Earlier this year, we celebrated the Year of the Snake. From lion
Ay dances to tai chi, our annual Lunar New Year event was filled with
"\ joy, culture, and community spirit.

‘ " In addition to breathtaking performances, guests of all ages enjoyed
, arts, crafts and delicious snacks. Special thanks to Congresswoman
¢ L Grace Meng, State Senator Jessica Ramos, State Assembly Member
Zohran Mamdani and City Council Member Shekar Krishnan for join-
™ ing us!

Lunar New Year was sponsored by Raising Cane's and AT&T.
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On March 15, 2025, we welcomed visitors for a celebration of
Disney's Snow White. Drawing over a thousand attendees, the
event was filled with fun, wonder and magic!

Attendees got to take home free swag such as decorative apples,
hand-held mirrors and Snow White posters. Throughout the day,
they partook in story time, garden tours, scavenger hunts and
crafts. Musical performances had the audience singing along to
beloved children's classics.

The QBG Bar offered Snow-White themed drinks and snacks for

gl j both adults and children. Attendees also had the chance to shop

. <= Snow White-themed and other fairytale books at the QBG Store.
(l)()],/'

The event concluded with a costume parade, led by QBG Mascot

Flora.




Throughout the year, we host gardening programs for kids that foster hands-on learning and environmental stew-

ardship. This past mid-winter break, we welcomed children to the Garden for our week-long drop off program. Par-
ticipants had the chance to practice scientific exploration, create art using botanical materials, and start veggies in
our greenhouse.

In honor of Black History Month in February, we explored the contributions of Black scientists, gardeners, environ-
mentalists, and food justice advocates.

Registration is currently open for our spring and summer programs, including Garden Buds and Children's Garden.
Garden Buds, tailored to our youngest gardeners (ages 2 & 3), is offered in April, May, June and July. Children's Gar-
den, our drop-off program for ages 4-10, is accepting registrations for spring and summer. Learn more and register
at queensbotanical.org/kidsprograms.

At the QBG Farm, we've been busy with planting! Due to fluctuating temperature, we've been steed starting in-
doors—but with warmer weather on the horizon, we will soon move outdoors.

So far, we've planted rosemary, marjoram, lavender, oregano, thyme, leeks, shiso, scallions, chives, lemon balm,
sage, broccoli, spinach, mint, za'atar, ginger, dill, lemon grass, bok choy, eggplant, and epazote. For the 2025
growing season, we're planning to grow asparagus, basil, blackberries, oregano, tomato, sweet potato, raspber-
ries, thyme, cucumbers, cauliflower, and so much more!

The Farm is closed to the public, but we open it one day a week during the growing season, which begins in June.
Stay tuned for the next update!



QBG in Albany

QBG is grateful to New York State Assembly Member Nily Rozic for hosting a meet and greet with Queens State
Senators and Assemblymembers in Albany this past February. We shared our budget requests for Fiscal Year 26
and are grateful for their ongoing support of the Garden. We think they look great in their QBG bucket hats!

Upcoming Art Exhibition: Configurations & The Tropic Moon

Queens Botanical Garden presents exhibitions created by local artists in the Visitor &
Administration Building Gallery as well as outdoors throughout the Garden. We are
thrilled to present Configurations & The Tropic Moon.

Configurations & The Tropic Moon is a recent series of works by Queens native Do-
mingo Carrasco. The works on display explore shape, color contrast, and form. Utiliz-
ing a mostly monochromatic scale, Carrasco highlights the dynamic relationship be-
tween organic and geometric shapes. Carefully arranged architectural elements in-
teract with symbols and icons to create a minimalist visual language. Acting as win-
dows, the frames and arcs within these compositions invite viewers to construct
their own narratives about place and time.

Configurations & The Tropic Moon celebrates a timeless aesthetic, where elements of
the past are reimagined in playful and unexpected ways. Additionally, works featuring
aspects of the human form complement the visual dialogue of the exhibition's over-



