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A Letter from Susan

ANGELA GASPAR

Dear Friend,

				

DAFFODILS

Yes! It’s the time of year we all adore—SPRING!
Memories of icy snow in March have faded, days
are longer, and our attention turns to outdoor plans.
Here’s a plan I recommend…visit Queens Botanical
Garden soon!
In April, the tulips will be in bloom. With that in mind,
we’ve curated a whole weekend of fun to celebrate
their arrival: TULIP TIME on April 22 and 23. Walk
among the blossoms, craft a paper tulip, and take a
selfie! #tuliptime

Can’t make it that weekend? Not to worry! Come back any time this spring and hug a tree.
Or, stop by in May and June to delight in the intoxicating fragrance of our rose collection.
If you enter the Garden through the Main Street Gate, you’ll notice our spiffy new Welcome
Booth (special thanks to The Hyde and Watson Foundation for their support). Hope you like
it—and visit often.
See you around the Garden,

Susan Lacerte, Executive Director
P.S. Our annual Rose Gala happens on Tuesday, June 13. This year we honor Rovena Schirling,
former QBG Board Chair. Go to queensbotanical.org/rosegala for tickets.

SAVE THE DATE!

ROSE
GALA

WHAT’S IN BLOOM

TUESDAY, JUNE 13

JESSICA BREY

Spring, a lovely season at QBG, is a time of
renewal and beautiful pastel blooms. After a
season of unpredictable NYC winter weather,
what a relief it is to take in spring staples such
as daffodils. The very popular flower’s unique
smell is enjoyed by many and has been crafted
into perfumes throughout history. However, even
though their blooms smell exquisite, they are
also a bit toxic — possibly the reason behind
their genus name Narcissus, which is rooted in
the Greek word for narcotic. Enjoy these flowers,
which symbolize friendship, as they bloom
throughout the season. Notable daffodil plantings
will spring up in the Fragrance Walk, Floral Border,
and Parking Garden, and along the Oak Allée.

Honoring Rovena Schirling for her commitment to QBG and its
continued growth.
Tickets available online at queensbotanical.org/rosegala
For sponsorship opportunities and more information, contact Stephanie Ehrlich,
Director of Development, at sehrlich@queensbotanical.org or 718.886.3800 ext 330.
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Above: Larry Oskowsky, Michelle Stoddart, Suzanne Brienza, Pauline Huang, NYS Assemblymember Ron Kim, NYC Councilmember Peter Koo, Susan Lacerte, Bianca Ng, Judy Ng

JESSICA BREY

Board of Trustees Welcomes Newly Elected Chair and Members
On Thursday, January 19, Queens Botanical Garden hosted a press conference to announce its newly elected officers: Board Chair, Pauline
Huang, President and Marketing Director at United Custom Service, Inc.; reelected officers Suzanne Brienza, Vice Chair; Neil Fleischman,
Treasurer; and Michael Bronstein, Secretary; and new members: Debra Lodge, Managing Director, Head of RMB Sales and Business
Development Americas for HSBC Bank NA Securities USA-New York; Bianca Ng, CEO & Managing Director of COTS Travel; and Jeanmarie
Schieler, Vice President and Corporate Secretary of Consolidated Edison, Inc.

Around the Garden

JACKY ONG

Lunar New Year Brings the Community Together for Holiday Cheer
On Saturday, February 4, the community got into the Lunar New Year spirit with an afternoon of free family fun at the Garden, enjoying
a storytime reading of Red Is a Dragon, This Next New Year, and The Race for the Chinese Zodiac, and crafts, including folding origami
cranes and painting tree blossoms. Storytime is generously sponsored by World Flower Children’s Foundation.
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Above: One of many photos of the East of East River exhibit, featured at QBG from November through February.

VIKRAM DOGRA

Sharing His Love for Queens at Queens Botanical Garden
On Saturday, February 4, photographer Vikram Dogra led a walking tour of downtown Flushing. Participants brought their cameras along for
the stroll as they explored the urban landscape during Flushing’s annual Lunar New Year Parade, where thousands crowded Main Street to
celebrate. The walk complemented Dogra’s exhibit East of East River, the installation for Queens Botanical Garden’s Art in the Garden gallery
in the Visitor and Administration Building that ran from November through February.
A Queens resident inspired by his own neighborhood of Astoria/LIC, Dogra
wanted to capture and share his “love and appreciation” for Queens through his
photography. Originally started as his personal scrapbook of sorts, the collection
grew to include photos taken between 2004 and 2015, which are also included
in his self-published book of the same name.

Above: East of East River exhibit at Queens Botanical Garden

“I have lived in the Astoria/LIC area for over 15 years, and I fell
in love with, and began photographing it from the beginning,”
Dogra says. “Through photography, I became more and more
aware of the many aspects of the neighborhood that made it
so special for me. The series of photographs...began initially
as a memento to myself of my life here. I wanted [them] to
celebrate...the special character and rhythm of life that is 		
uniquely Astoria/LIC and Queens.”

His approach in growing his collection reflects an understanding and sensitiviy to the local cultures he captures. For example, “he opts not to
title the works...because so many visitors don’t speak English, but they can connect through his imagery,” explains Regina Minerva, QBG’s
Visitor Services and Public Programs Manager.
Like the Garden’s mantra, “the place where people, plants, and cultures meet,” Dogra’s work is a focus of all these elements, even when
there may seem to be a lack of plants themselves. Many photos depict the hardscape of the borough with imagery of buildings stacked
up against each other, city vistas, and subway plantforms. The striking lack of nature brings to light the importance of places like Queens
Botanical Garden, little oases where nature is abundant, and where the visitor is so conveniently present to enjoy!
Below: Photographer Vikram Dogra led Garden guests on a walking tour to photograph bustling downtown Flushing during the annual Lunar New Year Parade in February.
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Looking Forward • Spring 2017
Art in the Garden: The Structure of Nature

ZIMER

Friday, March 10 through Sunday, June 18
Visitor & Administration Building Gallery
Free through March; Free with Admission starting April 1

Spring Garden Tours

Artist Zimer presents over a dozen paintings that combine still life and
landscape styles, as well as modern graphic structures and colors, and
challenge the boundaries of nature. A delightful, site-specific bird mural
fuses an urban aesthetic with the simple beauty of the natural world.

ANNE TAN-DETCHKOV

Saturday, April 1, Sunday, April 2, Saturday, May 6, Sunday,
May 7, Saturday, June 3, Sunday, June 4, 1 to 2pm
Free with Admission • Drop-in

Bird Walks with New York City Audubon

Explore seasonal garden highlights with our knowledgeable staff
on the first weekend of each month.

H. DAVID STEIN

Saturdays, April 29, May 13, and June 3, 9:30 to 10:30am
Sundays, May 7 and May 21, 9:30 to 10:30am
Free with Admission
Registration required: qbgbirdwalks2017.eventbrite.com

Tulip Time!

Register for one or all five free nature walks in this special series with
NYC Audubon! Spot and identify creatures of flight and learn how QBG
provides important resources for birds—like water, shelter, and insects
to eat.

Saturday, April 22 and Sunday, April 23, 12 to 4pm
Free with Admission

QBG STAFF

Celebrate spring by visiting QBG during the peak of tulip season and
delight in tulip tours, bulb-planting demonstrations, crafts for kids, and
thousands of spring tulips for your viewing pleasure.

Mother’s Day Brunch in the Garden

ANNE TAN-DETCHKOV

Sunday, May 14, 10am and 1pm sessions
Members: $50 per adult, $28 per child
Non-members: $55 per adult, $30 per child
Purchase tickets: qbgmothersday2017.eventbrite.com
Treat mom to a delicious farm-to-table brunch at QBG! Featuring a
sumptuous menu by local caterers, Bartleby & Sage, guests will enjoy
freshly made hot dishes, muffins, scones, fair-trade coffees, and teas. Cash
bar is available for sodas and alcoholic beverages.
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Arbor Fest 2017

JESSICA BREY

Sunday, April 30, 11am to 5pm
Festival Admission: $10 Adults and Seniors; $8
Children; FREE for Members
Learn more: queensbotanical.org/arborfest
It’s a fun-filled day at QBG’s Arbor Fest! Enjoy a variety of
activities for all ages, including live music, tours, arts and crafts, a
petting zoo, face-painting, food and craft vendors, demonstrations,
and a beer and wine tent!
PLEASE NOTE: Free hours are suspended on this day. $10 event
parking rate in effect. Free parking and admission passes not valid
on event days, except for QBG Members.

ANNE TAN-DETCHKOV

For opportunities to become a sponsor or vendor at Arbor Fest,
visit queensbotanical.org/ArborFest.
Thank you to our sponsors

Your

Wedding
& Reception
at QBG
Queens Botanical Garden is a stunning location for your ceremony and reception.

ROBERT MUNROE

An intimate setting framed by flowering plants and charming bridges and gazebo, enclosed by a white picket fence, the Wedding Garden gracefully
blends elements of Eastern and Western garden design, and bursts with the brilliant palette of the changing seasons.
Reception spaces are available in our magnificent Cherry Circle, Oak Allée, Auditorium, Terrace, and more.
Come see for yourself! Appointments are required.
Contact Ebony Wiggins, Special Events & Rental Manager, at ewiggins@queensbotanical.org or 718.886.3800 ext 201.
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Families Kick Off Spring at QBG’s
Children’s Garden Open House!
JESSICA BREY

People like to say, “spring has sprung” here at the Garden, but on Saturday, March 11, spring was hopping! The Garden was abuzz with
hundreds of families who came to take part in planting activities and garden crafts at the annual free Children’s Garden Open House.
Participants tasted honey and learned about bees and compost, made seedlaces and leaf rubbings, and guessed mystery scents from our
Herb Garden.

“The start of spring is a really exciting time of year,” says Samantha Ross, QBG Education Coordinator. “Families are
busy planning outdoor activities for the warmer months, and the Garden looks forward to welcoming them. We
have many programs to engage children ages two and up.”
This year’s offerings include Forest Explorers, QBG’s first-ever drop-off nature
program for children ages two through six. This program is structured for families
looking for educational and fun outdoor activities. Forest Explorers is rooted in the
traditions of the Forest School model of nurturing self-confidence and deepening
children’s connection to the Earth. “Through open play, children learn about

the natural world around them,” said Kelly McLane, QBG Forest Explorers
instructor. They have the freedom to dig for worms, splash in puddles, mash
up mud, gather fresh flowers, and poke at newly emerging mushrooms.
Over the course of each day, children begin to understand and appreciate

their own boundaries and expand their imaginations.” The program

takes place in the spring (March 7 through June 23, Tuesdays through Fridays, from
9:30am to 12:30pm, with choice of one, two, three, or four days per week) and
summer (July 11 through August 17, Tuesday through Thursday, from 9:30am to
12:30pm, with a choice of two or three days per week).

Thank you to our sponsors

						

Other programs are Garden Buds (ages 2 and 3), Children’s Garden
sponsored by HSBC (ages 4 to 10), and Junior Naturalists (ages 11 to 14).
To learn more about all the outstanding garden and nature programs we have for
children ages 2 to 14, go to queensbotanical.org/kidsprograms.
Special thanks to HSBC staff and famillies who volunteered at the event!

6

NYCInspires Campaign Supports Increased Funding for
Cultural Organizations Like QBG
H. DAVID STEIN

Museums, performance venues, arts groups, botanical gardens, zoos, and more — New York City’s cultural organizations are the lifeblood of the city.
Serving communities across the five boroughs, they’ve been an inspiration to generations of New Yorkers from artists and musicians to scientists and
historians. They create jobs, attract visitors to local businesses, provide educational opportunities, and enrich our lives. They make New York City great.
Queens Botanical Garden evolved from the 5-acre “Gardens on Parade” exhibit showcased at the 1939 New York World’s Fair and officially opened in
1948 after local residents saved and grew the original exhibit—and indeed we have grown over the past seven decades! Have you enjoyed our collections,
practiced tai chi on the Oak Allée, gone on an Audubon walk to learn about birds and their habitat, enrolled your children in our kids programs to enrich
their understanding and interaction with nature, or attended a community event? As friends of QBG, you have first-hand experience of the value of the
Garden, a 39-acre urban oasis in one of the city’s most bustling and diverse neighborhoods.
Operating support from the city helps make it possible. But more can be done. Participate in NYCInspires, a campaign urging City Hall to
support an increase in operational funding for New York City’s diverse cultural offerings, including Queens Botanical Garden. Tell City Hall that you place
a high value on organizations like QBG, and that communities, students, seniors, and local businesses will benefit from an increased investment of $40
million in New York City’s 1,500+ cultural organizations in all five boroughs. Contact your Council Member and let them know you support New York
City’s cultural organizations! Visit NYCInspires.org to learn more. And use #NYCInspires on socila media to share what inspires you about our great city’s
cultural institutions!
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ANNE TAN-DETCHKOV
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THANK YOU to our MEMBERS, SPONSORS, and FRIENDS!
QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN is located on property owned in full by
the City of New York, and its operation is made possible in part by public
funds provided through the NYC Department of Cultural Affairs and the
NYC Council, NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation.
The Queens Borough President and Queens elected representatives
in the City Council and State Legislature provide leadership funding.
Corporations, foundations and individuals provide additional support.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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We are pleased to thank the following corporations and
foundations for their support of QBG’s botanical displays,
programs, and operations:
HSBC Bank USA, N.A.
Consolidated Edison Company of New York, Inc.
NewYork-Presbyterian/Queens
The Frank Antun Foundation
Astoria Bank
The Kupferberg Foundation
New York Community Bank
Pfizer, Inc.
Rose M. Badgeley Residuary Charitable Trust
Dr. Robert C. & Tina Sohn Foundation
TD Charitable Foundation
WAC Lighting
Resorts World Casino
New York Community Bank Foundation

We extend our gratitude to the following elected officials
and government bodies:
New York City Council
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs
New York City Department of Sanitation
New York State Assembly
New York State Senate
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic
Preservation
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Queens Borough President Melinda Katz
Queens Delegation of the New York City Council
Queens Delegation of the New York State Assembly
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