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A Letter from Evie

Dear Friends,

We had a spectacular fall at Queens Botanical Garden! In this newsletter, you can get a
sense for the range of activity we had and the diversity of both plants and programs
that brought so many people of different cultures here to enjoy our 39-acres.

One exciting development was the planting of 25 new crabapple trees in our orchard,
thanks to generous support from City Gardens Club. Our beloved orchard bursts with a
range of pink shades every spring and becomes an ethereal spot for relaxing and taking
in nature. Even better, our orchard draws out the pollinators after their winter slumber,
and provides shelter and food for visiting birds. Over the years, due to aging, storms,
and other phenomena, the Garden has lost many of these beautiful trees. Now, with
these new trees, we will ensure future generations can also enjoy the splendor of the
blossoms and all the benefits crabapples bring.

What would fall be without pumpkins? Our Pumpkin Patch weekends and Halloween While it's getting colder, there’s still so much
Spectacular were enjoyed by thousands and animated the Farm as well as the entire
Garden. We also celebrated the bounty of apples and honey in partnership with WFUV
for our second annual Garden Party, helping to collect items for Astoria Food Pantry
while enjoying music, crafts, gardening activities and more.

to explore in the Garden. Our evergreen
plants have foliage that remain green
throughout the year!

One such plant is the Witch Hazel. This shrub
is native to southern and central U.S. and
shows off yellow or orange flowers December
through January.

As we start to close out the year, we enter the year end fundraising season, which is
critically important to the Garden's ability to operate and offer. We are grateful to
everyone who contributed to our Giving Tuesday Campaign (which raised more than
double the amount last year) and our year-end appeal. If you are able, please consider
making a tax-deductible donation at gueensbotanical.org/annual-appeal-form so we
can continue to serve not only our visitors, but our ecosystem as well.

The bark of witch hazel is heavily fragrant
and is commonly extracted for use in beauty

All of us at Queens Botanical Garden wish you the happiest of holidays, and a pI"OdL.ICtS like |OFIOI‘IS and perfum?s. Itis .also
wonderful New Year. Save the date of February 8 for Lunar New Year celebration, and used in herbal tinctures to treat insect bites.
please be sure to come visit over the winter. There is much to see, uncover, and discover Look for witch hazel in QBG's Herb Garden!

if take the ti to look.
1 you take the Hime toloo We have another variety of Chinese witch

hazel, Haomamelis mollis, located in the
Fragrance Walk, that features blooms
February through March.

Best,

Evie

Evie Hantzopoulos
Executive Director

SAVE THE DATE SAVE THE DATE SAVE THE DATE

Lektrik: A Festival of Lights Lunar New Year Climate Arts Festival
December 2024 to March 2025 February 8, 2025 April 26, 2025
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https://queensbotanical.org/annual-appeal-form/

Fall into the Garden

On the autumnal equinox, we welcomed visitors to “Fall into the Garden”
with the WFUV Garden Party and some apples and honey. The Garden
offered a multitude of different sights, sounds, and presentations that
attendees explored and enjoyed to celebrate the beginning of fall!

The festivities included live performances and dance parties hosted by
WFUV's Corny O'Connell and Alisa Ali, gardening activities, crafts, a
community resource fair, beekeeper demonstrations and much more.
Visitors also tasted apples with Queens Botanical Garden's very own honey!

Attendees explored the Garden's many locations such as the Children's
Garden, Wedding Garden, and Farm. The Farm also had a stand that had
fresh produce grown right here in the Garden!

Music lovers, friends, and garden-goers gathered and connected with
nature to lift each other's spirits. Visitors assisted and brought non-
perishable food items for the Astoria Food Pantry. The Garden collected
food and donations during the event to help other Queens residents in need.

[

digenous Peoples' Day

~r.-¢'

On Monday, October 14, the Garden opened its doors to the public to
© commemorate Indigenous Peoples' Day.

Admission was waived and visitors were encouraged to donate and
support indigenous groups Shinnecock Kelp Farmers and Intertribal
Cultural Coalition. Thanks to the support of our visitors, we raised a
total of $574.

The Garden hosted a native, non-native and invasive plants tour, led
by cultural holders Shane Weeks (Shinnecock) and Tecumseh Ceaser
(Matinecock). Tecumseh Ceaser also led shell-necklace-making
workshops. exploring the relationship that Matinecock people have
with the sea and the life supported by the sea. Participants were
guided through the process of creating shell necklaces with shells,
sinews, and trade beads.

Queens Botanical Garden acknowledge that the land on which the
- Garden is situated is the traditional land of the Matinecock people,
' the first people of Flushing, Queens.



Halloween at the Garden

! On October 27, the Garden got ready for its annual Halloween at the Garden
1. event. In this afternoon of festive Halloween fun, little ones got to show off
9| their costumes, walk the Trick-or-Treat trail, and enjoy plenty more festivi-

| ties!

I Guests also got to enjoy a multitude of different live performances. From
[ circus acts and magic shows to story time and crafts, there was something
. for everyone this Halloween. Visitors of the Garden even got to enjoy a

- dance party where they could enjoy music in full costume! They also shopped
“at our vendors fair, which showcased local businesses.

October welcomed the return of the Garden's beloved
Pumpkin Patch! We opened up the Pumpkin Patch on select
weekends at the QBG Farm throughout October.

The entire patch was filled with harvest-themed photo
opportunities, festive décor, and of course, plenty of
pumpkins! Friendly costumed characters met with guests and
snapped a photo or two with them as well! Children even got
to take a pumpkin back home with them.

The Pumpkin Patch was fun for all ages. Adults were able to
enjoy seasonal drinks like beer, cider, and other non-alcoholic
drinks from a cash bar.



End of Growing Season at the Farm

We wrapped up the 2024 Growing Season at the Farm on October. Thousands of produce grown at the Farm
were donated to local food pantries to address food insecurity in our community. While the Farm is usually closed
to the public, we opened its doors on Wednesday afternoons so visitors could see what'




